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MINNESOTANS SWELL RANKS OF POOR STATE FIGURES

MIRROR TREND ACROSS NATION
BYLINE: Louis Porter I, Staff Writer

Olivia Mares didn't need Friday‘s'news reports to tell her that poverty is on the rise.

An advocate for the disadvantaged with Ramsey Action Programs, Mares knows times are
tougher for the people she serves by the number of pleas from people who need help in
getting clothing, food or housing. The calls have doubled in the last year, she estimates.
“I'm getting a lot of calls for rental assistance," Mares said, explaining that such calls are
indicative of the times. ""People are getting evicted."

The Census Bureau reported on Thursday that the income of the typical United States household
dropped last year. According to the bureau, the median income dropped by 1.7 percent in 1990 to
$29,943 - a loss of $525.

State figures are also bleak, showing an increase in the number of people on Aid to Families with
Dependent Children, on General Assistance and receiving food stamps.

For about 4,000 people in General Assistance's Work Readiness program, even the last buffer
will go down on Dec. 1. That's when the five-maonth limit - imposed by the last session of the
Legislature - runs out for that many people. '

General Assistance and Work Readiness participants who are single and without children receive
$203 a month - well below the federal poverty level of $6,620 a year.

People in Work Readiness receive assistance and encouragement in finding employment
because they don't fall into one of several categories for General Assistance but have no means
of support.

The number of people without jobs is rising already. In August 1990, 112,700 Minnesotans were
unemployed, compared to 119,000 unemployed in August of this year.

“lt is a fairly good increase in unemployment," said Med Chottepanda, director of research for the
state Department of Jobs and Training. ~'Fewer jobs are being created.

“There are many reasons. One is we are seeing that service jobs are growing slightly, whereas
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bayments is only about halfra;._ﬁiérh as the increase in General Assistance.

Perhaps, he said, that's because of the STRIDE program initiated in 1988 to prepare AFDC
recipients for jobs. About 10,000 AFDC clients participate in the STRIDE program statewide at
any given time, Petraborg said.

But Laurie Encinas, a manager in Ramsey County Human Services, said that some people don't
want to lose AFDC, even with such programs.

"“Some families are reluctant to leave AFDC because they don't have health insurance," Encinas
said. "'It can be more difficult to get funding for day care for people who go out and get a job."
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Minnesota's welfare caseload rising
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